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THE REMEMBRANCE CENTRE

The Remembrance Centre in Lincoln is an intergenerational community centre that brings together elderly veterans and students. Both groups face big transitions
in life; veterans have known service, sacrifice, and sometimes trauma, and students are navigating the challenges of becoming adults. ​
This centre gives these folks a space to come together, remember, learn, and support one another. Its design is special, drawing inspiration from both the
remembrance poppy and the wings of RAF planes – fitting for a city with such deep aviation roots.​
​The building's layout mimics a poppy, with spaces spreading out from a main hub that's used for gatherings. It stands as a reminder of remembrance, growth,
healing, and renewal. And then there is the roof – it swoops like the wings of RAF planes, signifying protection, and freedom, which are important to Lincoln's
history.​
​This centre has spaces for exhibitions, galleries, and workshops, plus areas that help veterans by letting them share their stories and keep valuable memories.
Students get to learn and volunteer too, picking up experience and forming real connections. Working together, these spots battle loneliness and isolation, boost
well-being, and bridge generation gaps – all while leaving a lasting community impact.
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STRUCTURE

MATERIAL SELECTION

The primary structure uses
branching glulam columns

,constructed from laminating
timberunder pressure, throughout
the building. They are placed on a
radial grid with the first set, the

ones closestto the centre,
supporting the first floor, and

another set of columns going up to
the circular timber framesthat are

crucial to supporting the
parametric louver panels, that sit
below the dome. Then the last set
ofcolumns on the outside, nearest
the envelope of the building, that

support the roof and the
wholebuilding. There are also
columns in the centre of the

building in a radial pattern that
arch outwards andconnect to the

roof of the building. There are
beams that then connect each

column to form the roof.   
Glulam is product derived from

timber that acts to absorb carbon
from the environment during

itsdevelopment into a mature tree.
The removed carbon gets stored
within the material throughout

itslifetime. Therefore, the
building's structure itself

functions as a carbon store
opposed to a carbon source.   
Producing glulam requires

significantly less energy compared
to manufacturing steel or

concrete. Thebinding process, in
this case the laminating the timber,
does not require much energy when
contrastedwith smelting or cement

making, one of the most energy
intensive processes and major

sources of carbonemissions in the
industry. This lowers the carbon
footprint of the main structural
elements. The branchingcolumn
system itself is a high energy-
efficient solution. Loads are

distributed progressively, meaning
lessmaterial is needed to achieve

similar structural properties.
Lower material consumption leads
to lowercarbon dioxide emissions.

The radial grid and arched central
columns that align with the flow

of forcesinstead of opposing it. The
arched columns follow the load
through compression where the
timber provesto be effective.  






