
Mill Hill is a suburban area in the London Borough of Barnet, located in North London. It is known for its green spaces, village-like atmosphere, and a mix of 
historic and modern architecture. The area includes Mill Hill Village, one of London’s oldest villages, and Mill Hill Broadway, the main commercial hub with 
shops, cafés, and transport links. It is home to several prestigious schools, including Mill Hill School, and large open spaces such as Arrandene Open Space 
and the Totteridge Valley. Mill Hill also has strong transport connections, with Thameslink services providing access to central London.

Site Analysis Mill Hill

Views on to site are 
covered by surrounding 
trees

Entry to Site

Building hieghts 6m - 15m. This is 
something the school will mimick

to mitigate surrounding noises 
the school will be pushed 
further up the site away away 
from most of sourrounding 
sounds

Tall buildings and dense tree 
planting will be located on the 
north side of the site to act as 
a windbreak, helping to shield 
the school from cold northern 
winds and improve overall 
comfort.

Appropriate shading 
systems will be installed on 
south-facing windows to 
reduce glare and overheat-
ing, while large north-facing 
windows will maximize 
natural light

the site is situated on a small sloap that can be levelled out for 
construction

The school and its entrance 
will be designed around the 
existing trees, promoting a 
more sustainable layout that 
preserves natural features 
and enhances the site’s envi-
ronmental value.

Mill Hill was chosen due to it being closely situated to 
London as London has the highest number of neurodi-
verse individuals this 
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1 Ground Floor 
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Render of entrance/reception

west facing elevation of middle section 1:200

south facing elevation of middle section 1:200

83

15
35

,3
5

85,7

60

10
00

150mm Mineral 
wool

100mm Block-
work

wave cut slats

150 stone plinth

DPM

350mm x 250mm 
foundation 
blocks

1100mm x 1000 ring 
beam foundation

Pile 500mm x 
500mm & 8m deep 
due to surrounding 
trees

Steel base plate 
connection

250mm glulam 
column

columns connected with mortise and tenon joints 
to mitigate any exposed steel connections 

air flow

trickle vent open

trickle 
vent

triple glazing

sponge gasket

exterior 
cover

shear 
block

Foundation 
detail 1:20

Trickle ventilation detail 1:10

The Getaway 
a school for primary neurodiverse students

due to the buildings height, regular tall slats 
could have been daugnting so having these 
wavey slats creates a more organic appearence

due to the buildings height regular tall 
columns couldve been daughnting so by 
shaping them in a tree like form gives it a 
more natural aesthetic

to mimick the surround-
ing nature the barriers are 
shaped in twig forms
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Canteen 
Floor 
Plan 1:200
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Section D 1:50

Ground 
Floor 
1:100

Section C 1:200
Greywater system

Holding tank and re use tank
Overflow to sewers

Section B

east facing elevation of bottom section 1:200

overhang creates shade for large south 
facing windows all year round

roof overhang shades harsh warm sun 
and lets in the winter sun for a natural 
heat source

north facing elevation of bottom section 1:200

Canteen roof and 
internal gutter de-
tail 1:10

timber

200mm 
mineral wool 
insulation

Glulam 
comlumn

Glulam beam

100mm brick-
work

Wooden slats

Metal flashing

Oak tongue and 
groove interior 

Classroom roof 
detail 1:10

log cladding facade

vapour barrier

verticle battens

roof shading system 
allows winter sun 
for heating and blcks 
summer sun to pre-
vent over heating

To ensure privacy, no windows 
face the rest of the school; instead, 
the waiting area window is orient-
ed solely toward the outdoor area.

window roof shad-
ing&heating system 

Shaded ceiling windows allow 
students to look upward comfort-
ably, while mitigating glare.

Classroom facade Break out rooom facade 

log cladding 
log structure 

outside eating area for recpetion also 
blocks direct sunlight from entering 
the building

overhanging roof supported by 
archways meant to resemble the en-
trance to the scool making it distin-
gitive for the students 

overhand for the large facing 
south windows created space 
for outside teaching

this sections exterior facade 
is made of wooden slats

cross ventilation eliminates the 
use for mechanical ventilation 
which coudl be cause sensory 
triggers


