5th-11th Century: After the fall of the Roman Empire, the area
'was part of Saxon England. Little is known about Mill Hill during
this period, but it was likely sparsely populated.
) Y
" g |

1066: &
Norman Conquest
of England, Mill Hill
iwould have been
included in the
Domesday Book of

12th Century: During the medieval period, the area began

o
—— Harsh fluorescent flickering bulbs,
Aims and Concepts I
, - ~ t glare from natural
rd > 1870s: The opening g 19th Century: The arrival of the travel to Centra orartificial lighting
et . ~ E
16th Century: Mill Hilstarted to become known as a rural village. The N Railway Station i 0 1867 marked a key moment in
"Mill" in its name refgrs to a mill situated along the Silk Stream, a local \ development, a evelopment. The area, once cehoash — ; .
.choes from poor interior surfaces such as
waterwzig I \ bega" to moy; w well connected to Central materials or large rooms, loud sudden noises,

17th Century: The arga—
remained primarily

been ‘)art of the estates ! )
owneli by local gentry. ¥

18th Cenluh" The area began to see more develo thent. Mill Hill had a

small populati}'u{nd a mill that was used for gginding corn.
- -
N e =

attracted by puraging suburban growth.

proximity to

Mill Hill is a suburban area in the London Borough of Barnet, located in North London. It is known for its green spaces, village-like atmosphere, and a mix of
historic and modern architecture. The area includes Mill Hill Village, one of London’s oldest villages, and Mill Hill Broadway, the main commercial hub with
shops, cafés, and transport links. It is home to several prestigious schools, including Mill Hill School, and large open spaces such as Arrandene Open Space
and the Totteridge Valley. Mill Hill also has strong transport connections, with Thameslink services providing access to central London.

er the war, there was a
development. The
bidly, and it was increasingly

Borough of

Barnet
1965: Mill Hill officiall
London Borough of Ba
London was formed.

1970s-1990s: The area continued to see

green areas.

development, with modern housihg estates and
amenities being built. Mill Hill waq recognized as a
desirable suburban area, attractinf families seeking to
live close to London while enjoyinlg more space and

Notable Events and

Developments:

Mill Hill School (1807):
Founded in 1807, Mill Hill
School is one of the oldest and
most prestigious independent
schools in London. The school
has played a significant role in

2000s-}
populat|

Present: Mill Hill has continued to evolve, with a growing
lon and a thriving local economy. New housing developments,

the local community and in
shaping the area's history.

the railway station and
became a key area in the

PART BB 104

In the UK, BB104 provides non-statutory design guidelines for schools

serving students with SEND and in alternative provision. Pa

and disabilities (SEND), with tailored facilities, spaces, and environments

that meet a wide range of physical, sensory, and learning re

Precedents for Exter

Sensory Triggering
Environment

mechanical hums, surrounding urban
environments.

High-contrast patterns, overly
bright or neon colors

Cluttered spaces, unpredictable
layouts, overwhelming signage

Strong artificial scents, chemical

odors

rt B covers site

not directly . schools,fand shopping areas have transformed the area while preserving B : N . .
o e 0 agr;cultu_.nral, _" Héufocus 4 of the century, parts of ts rural history, such as the Mill Hill Conservati Bhd considerations like outdoor PE spaces, social areas, and habitat zones.
e ‘I::: :Irmrm a-l wlith slcnv-\::s illageto a nearby parks. Mill Hill is now a popular area for co r?ums, offe -- 2 Mill Hill East (1920s): Mill
ceatton [ e good trgnsport links to central London. 41 : ! Hill East, once a separate Under BB104, this school is categorized as a special school, meaning it is Fast-moving, unpredictable, and
the larid would have g VIEGTe, Claelefe] chenie designed specifically to support students with special educational needs oXevhe ming St

quirements.

to develop more steadily with agricultural land and small 1 overall subu F!Jarl IEXPEnSiOI'I o
settlements, possibly linked to nearby religious \ R 3 of Mill Hill. Rigid, uncomforta_ble, unadaptable
establishments. \ & - All building with in this desi d part bb 104 ded seating

LONDON uilding with in this design comply or exceed pa recommende

ior Design

Overcrowded areas, unpredictable
interactions

Maggies Centres

1

Aged 40 - 44 years

Medieval Period Early Modern Period 19th Century: Industrialization 20th Century: Urbanization Late 20th and Early 21st Century designing/Heasteinakeaialivandivelceminglenvireninent) arious locations)
(5th-15th Century) (16th-18th Century) and Growth and Expansion
Maggies, Manchester Main materials Natural and warm
used colours used in the
designs
oo Mill Hill was chosen due to it being closely situated to
Y London as London has the highest number of neurodi-
i L'.Li l verse |nd|V|dua|S th|S Maggies,
| ! li b B Southampton
[ |t ‘ p Y I ’ Aged 85 and over .‘ . .
it N : _ Ao 5084 years N Age population of London Maggies
I | Views on to site are | Agedizs ~3lyears S
i ’ v covered by surrounding 7/, % = g pd 0 e ‘ Centres,
trees %‘ mm & See Various
TSR o S 3 B ions
xwg% ‘% > ‘\\/\ L | Aged 50 - 54 years \‘q
‘\\// Aged 45 - 49 years Y

he school and its entrance

Aged 35 - 39 years

will be designed around the Maggies,

Aged 25 - 29 years

k #
9 2N < L \ E < i H Forth Valley
A0 T p l - ™ LA existing trees, promoting a kot
i "11“ ] ”/ / o~ A ! ( \ A ‘ ! i Aged 15 - 19 years
Py W / ANNO9mMI| LA more sustainable layout that s
[ I 1}" / /& "\"I'Lﬁi/;\/" ) \\ Aged 10 - 14 years
4 Entry to Site J / =y A / preserves natural features e -nses
// \/’ j B /\, . I . Aged 1 - 4 years
- \T" L = and enhances the site’s envi-
4 gz ~ > s R e e e -
\i € . ronmental value. 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 o 10 m 12 13 14 What are the How Maggie's Centres Create aWelcoming | Mitigating Why | Want to Implement
\ VPN Proportion of population (%) Maggies Centres? Environment: | Urban migug;: ’;z;:!sg(;l?;zn:g;es
\\\/ Maggie’s Centres are a network  Each center is uniquely designed by world-renowned | Surrounding designed specifically for neurodiverse

-@- Inner London 2023 Outer London 2023

of care centers across the UK
and beyond, providing free
emotional and psychological

architects (such as Zaha Hadid, Frank Gehry, and Norman |
Foster), but they all share core principles to ensure a

These designs. Maggies, Yorkshire individuals, their warm, welcoming, and

comforting environments align with my
excel at creating a 9 9 y

vision. | want to focus on their designs

1.6%

} i calming and inviting atmosphere: 1 e -
R— support for people with cancer of exterior and surrounding landscape
Autistic in Employment
ployi and their families. Unlike | occupants feel to ensure my building feels as inviting

- Natural Light & Transparency: Large windows, skylights,
and open layouts create a bright, airy feel, reducing
anxiety and fostering a connection with nature.

hospitals, these spaces are completely

designed to feel warm,
welcoming, and non-clinical,

as possible while minimizing sterile,

szl o clinical sensations.

=
surrounding urban =
1 environment, =
| evoking a sense of 2
retreat and
tranquility withits |1
integrated nature. |\
I This carefully

creating a sense of comfort and Akey aspect of my design is creating a
sense of seclusion, providing
neurodiverse students with a retreat
from potentially triggering
environments. To achieve this, | plan to
incorporate extensive green spaces

- Warm, Human-Scaled Materials: Wood, brick, and stone
ease. People visiting Maggie’s are used instead of sterile hospital finishes, making the
Centres are oftenina buildings feel familiar and homely.

vulnerable emotional state due 1
to cancer treatment. Unlike the - Soft, Curved Forms: Many centers avoid harsh angles
IStEf“E and impersonal feel of and instead use organic, flowing shapes to create a sense

Building hieghts 6m - 15m. This is
something the school will mimick

| .l Is, these buildings are of and safety. 1 Z::t:sd here fosters around the entrance and throughout
f 72 .2% designed to reduce stress, | feeli P " \ the site, along with warm-colored
. & encourage social interaction, - Integration with Nature: Gardens, courtyards, and green | :Ilzsvli:g O, materials and well-lit outdoor areas. in

and provide a sense of
normality. By focusing on
warmth, light, and openness,
Maggie’s Centres create a safe

addition, the use of ample glazing will
help maintain openness, allowing
occupants to feel connected to nature
even when indoors. However, to
prevent glare, an environmental trigger,
careful placement and anti-glare
solutions will be essential in the design.

roofs provide peaceful outdoor spaces, reinforcing a sense

Other Neurodivergent Not in
of calm and well-being.

Employment

I individuals to

| unwind and

1 experience a deep
sense of peace.

18%
Other Neurodivergent in
Employment - Non-Institutional Layouts: There are no long corridors
or waiting rooms; instead, the spaces are designed like 1
welcoming homes, with communal kitchens and cozy
seating areas that encourage conversation and relaxation.

haven where individuals can
find comfort, support, and
dignity in their healing journey.

tto mitigate surrounding noises
, ‘.." the school will be pushed
g further up the site away away
from most of sourrounding
sounds

AIMS

Rich loamy and
clayey soils

Aged 65 - 69 years 8. I

\ . \
j Flemmish bond SRR . QL
N l‘r P LN EDUCATION FLEXIBLE AND ADAPTABLE SPACES  °, A
A= Y TN = . A 5 ot e i i Use flexible, adaptable furniture—like ®e
" i Surrrounding Roads Surrounding Nature Surrrounding Contours Surrrounding Buildings Core, humanities and creative height-adjustable desks, standing options, and
! L.‘ 'f ! i ! Tall buildings and dense tree he site is si d II'sl h be levelled f i & SUbJECtS as well as social and exercise balls—to meet diverse learning teeee
PTG ¥ planting will be located on the the sitels situated on a ST;nsirzigénat can be levelled out for Runnlng bond brick emotional learning spaces. preferences as well as design features that allow
I J \lﬁt north side of the site to act as . 3% engag;"vi'::ﬂ‘:z'lr?nliﬁrfl]s\;’f;:ﬁf{iﬁ;ﬂﬂle not .
3 y awindbreak, helping to shield Willow Hawthorn g ) ]
the school from cold northern ] o - I s
winds and improve overall Y ; Oak cladding ""-... SCienCe
fort. L .
comtor . I SO:IIALAI:!DP:—II.SICALACITIVITYSP(/:-I\CES ‘.. ﬂ uu....-o.....o..-...-..,.“.“_....’
Ce ted trianli -
| -M.,m.way prectednlres R \ D oow s miaon soclalToom anca e, T MITIGATE SENSORY TRIGGERS
lhlgh—stlmulatlon social room, as well asindoor  *e, . ,ee® - Use varied design elements that create a
nd outdoor multi-sport facilities and an outdoor = safe, non-triggering environment,
4 supporting different sensory needs.
I I playground. 8
| ‘li:llf I qescttee . .""--.
¢ 1 i X . essssssve,
bk K - A&B Roads < SWIMMING CLARITY AND STRUCTURE ~**.
A G/ Appropriate shading : \ L A shallow learning pool, deeper intermediate Use clear, consistent signage along with distinct  *e
i “1 ! | o systems will be installed on I =% pOOl and h drotherapy pOOl were included to design elements and varied landscaping for different ‘e
t ! l I south-facing windows to \ " Y . . sections of the site. This helps students develop a
; I reduce glare and overheat- ¢ B DRWSZCIE Qe Ny il, 7 2@ NS BEEEEEECSCEENaa i csssel N BE prOWde a Calmr Sl{ppOl’tIV.e en.\‘”ron.ment for ) strong sense oforijem.alion and easily l‘Jndersland
ing, while large north-facing I / students to learn this essential life skill, as public where they are within the school environment.
windows will maximize ceetcre, ools can often be overwhelming.
natural light L — — — = = — e e = = _ = HEALTHANDWELLBEING “**+., " ’
L J Speaallzed medical and therapy o* CALM AND SAFE ENVIRONMENT
— _— — _— _— — — _— — _— _— _— _— — —_— — — —_— — — — — — — — — — —_— — — _— _— _— — _— — _— _— — — — — _— — L _— — —_— — — —_— — — — *

rooms

easy access to sensory/break out rooms. Smaller,
managable groups. Appropriate amount of staff
supetrvision. Easy and humerous fire exits.

SITE FLOOR PLAN

The concept behind the site layout is based on dividing the school into three
distinct zones — Sections bottom, middle and top. Each zone features
different facade treatments, building heights and landscaping styles,

helping students visually distinguish between different areas of the
campus. In addition to this, every individual building has its own distinct
aesthetic, creating a layered wayfinding system that supports intuitive
navigation. This approach makes it easier for the students, to recognise
where they are and confidently find their way to the correct rooms. The
decision to have seperate buildings instead of using internal corridors is to
help reduce sensory overload for neurodiverse primary students. It creates
1 calmer, clearer transitions between spaces, supports emotional regulation,
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MATERIALS USED and makes navigation easier by giving each building a distinct identity. I
WITHIN THE DIFFERENT

SECTIONS I
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INCLUSIVITY AND ACCESSIBILITY
Wide pathways and entrances to buildings as well as
large clearings inbetween furniture, hygeine rooms,

accesible toilets and lifts as well as a flat site that is ramp
free. encourage social interaction while creating
designated zones for loud or quiet students.

Lo :

* * AGRICULTURE/SENSORY GARDENS
small vegetable beds and sensory
gardens with fruit trees

MATERIALS

Most of the same materials will be used
throughout the project to ensure a consistent
aesthetic without abrupt transitions.
However, variations in the form or detailing
of these materials will be introduced to
subtly differentiate the distinct sections of

the site

CONCEPT

L]
connection to nature
This approach is well-suited to a liverse student population because it carefully balances sensory engagement with comfort and
familiarity. The natural materials, soft textures, and connection to outdoor greenery create a calming, predictable environment for those with
low stimulation needs, helping reduce anxiety and sensory overload. At the same time, the varied use of light, texture, and visual interest
through biophilic design elements offers gentle stimulation and richness for students who seek more sensory input. By blending both calming
and engaging features within a cohesive, nature-based aesthetic, the design supports regulation, attention, and a sense of belonging.
Importantly, this inclusive t allows students with varying sensory profiles to comfortably coexist and learn alongside one another —
reducing the need for segregation and fostering a shared, supportive community.

MATERIALS USED THROUGHOUT THE
WHOLE SITE WHOLE SITE

outside learning and eating

._P = l areas
triple glazing #" o~ _: green carpets to
-~ imitate grass p
& | TOP SECTION | | ...
The top section of the site is intentionally located furthest from the learning and breakout areas, as it .. xterior timber
houses the loudest facilities. This separation helps minimise noise-related triggers for students who are =S i el End be Gl
branch shaped learning or seeking quiet relaxation. The surrounding landscape is characterised by its open layout, slats, mullions and

} interior cladding

featuring a pond, a playground, and a small wooded area with ample seating — creating a dynamic, columns

nature-rich environment for active play, socialising, and sensory exploration.

Glulam

exterior
columns

biophilic design

interior biophilic
design

wavey cut building hieghts 7.5m - 15m

slatsfor
external facade

accessible toilets
50m2
x2

L/ Agriculture: small, easy-to-maintain
vegetable beds growing crops like potatoes,
° beetroots, and carrots provide fresh produce
for the school canteen, promoting
sustainability, healthy eating, and hands-on
agricultural learning.

stone blocks at the
bottom of each
building to pretect
wooden facade

e Uuse of exposed glulam

® structure: introduces a natural,

tactile element into the architecture,

‘| | reinforcing the connection to nature and

enhancing the warmth and character of PY ®
the interior spaces.

indoor PE assebly and parents evening hall
588m2
x1

pool tiles

glulam beams and

o changing rooms with accessible showers and hygiene room
columns |

82m2
x2

vinyl wooden
i | Extensive use of large glazing: creates interior
pu o I ﬂ oorin g ® spaces that feel connected to the outdoors, ensuring a
light-filled, open atmosphere that brings the calming
qualities of nature inside.

Sensory gardens: diverse range of aromatic plants,
edible greenery, and fruit-bearing trees offer students arich,
hands-on experience that engages the senses while

i nte rio r p ! pOOI centre encouraging exploration, mindfulness, and healthy eating.
i ] | e e s |
flemmish b::md stone walls g _ 576m2
bricks 7 ﬁ o1 e x1

TR

BITRE £ e SN
‘.'_’éj'-c"‘ I

PE hall wooden
flooring

- I ZONING DIAGRAM

ite Plan 1:2500
The school is zoned with mostly separate buildings to E / Sl ey
reduce reliance on corridors, which can be stressful for / /
students. This layout also provides regular changes of —
scenery and increased exposure to natural sunlight ! FR
throughout the day. ;

green carpets

MIDDLE SECTION

The landscaping in this section is defined by a sensory garden filled with a diverse range of plants and edible
trees, allowing students to engage directly with nature by picking and tasting the food they've helped grow.
The buildings are arranged in a flowing, curved formation that reinforces the area's unique identity and
further enhances its visual distinction from other zones on the site.

accessible toilets
building heights 4m - 6.8m

straight
wooden slats

PE/ assembly hall and
rooftop garden

im2

b Icl
arrel clay m

rooftops
library

130m2
x1

mineralwall 1o alazi F_. .
insulation triple glazing |

ALy £,

Medical and therapy rooms are centrally located on the site, ensuring easy and timely access for all
students, with both indoor and outdoor waiting areas.
280m2

x1
canteen

-?3sm2
x1

BOTTOM SECTION

The bottom section is characterised by bungalow-style lodge buildings designed to resemble houses, creating
a warm, welcoming atmosphere for learning. The landscaping includes small vegetable beds where students
can learn how to grow produce for the school canteen. This activity not only teaches practical skills but also
serves as a calming, therapeutic experience. As such, the space functions both as an educational resource and
a valuable outdoor breakout area that supports wellbeing and sensory regulation.

interior oak =
cladding

= vertical log
cladding

timber roofs

iy

building hieghts 3m - 5m

«4:
£

outdoor accessible toilets and hygiene rooms
pathways 7-25m2
_. - x16
double | -
glazing # — | staff offices and lounge
r - ‘l 37 &53m2
K sEm. x2

Classrooms: Core, humanities and creative subjects as well as social and emotional learning spaces.

52-192m2
x7
break out rooms: small de escalating spaces for individueals or groups with light and sound therapy
31m2
1 x4
These materials have been selected for their natural reception
and warm aesthetic, helping to create a familiar and - 103m2
welcoming atmosphere x1

small vegetable beds
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| S — i
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| f ( Exposed glulam beams and columns have been used throughout the school to enhance the natural aesthetic, support sustainability goals, and
! provide a strong structural system. These elements feature integrated ledges that house warm, indirect lighting. In classrooms and high-noise
| zones such as the PE hall and pool, the glulam beams and columns are spaced 1 to 1.2 meters apart (depending on door placement), allowing
| : them to serve a dual function as acoustic baffles to help reduce sound levels.
L

west facing elevation top section

north facing elevation top section
1:250
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Render of entrance/reception

comprehensive design project

Alfie Drury IR (R AR | e | E
R | AN N S | ‘ \\ ,‘ i W ‘ ' o | socail and art SR Core subjects
26488608 IR SR et O -

The Getaway

a school for primary neurodiverse student

First Floor Plan
1:250
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itrickle ventilation

A high-stimulation social area featuring arcade
Ll games, gaming consoles, and table-based . i ull
- i iviti i = | — [~ S
( - activities, where. studer.mts can earn crfedlts to i _
exchange for prizes. This space combines fun [N
with real-life learning, helping students develop sy
. . . . L Py
8 skills around earning, saving, and spending. P % (3‘ /
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vent

|
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To ensure privacy, no windows

face the rest of the school; instead,
the waiting area window is orient-
ed soleb' toward the outdoor area.

' Shaded ceiling windows allow
/ students to look upward comfort-
l ably, while mitigating glare.
L X2 LN
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main eating
area
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eating area W roof shading system
: y allows winter sun
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